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EDITORIALS— 

*HE  THAT  ENDURETH— * 


AS  Jesus  neared  the  close  of  His  minis- 
try, He  gave  what  has  since  become 
known  as  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of 
Matthew.  In  it  He  foretold  many  of  the 
things  which  were  to  befall  His  people  and 
the  world  at  large. 

After  describing  the  tribulations  awaiting 
the  world,  He  spoke  of  conditions  to  arise 
among  those  who  professed  faith  in  Him. 

"  Many  shall  be  offended,"  He  said, 
"  and  shall  betray  one  another,  and  shall 
hate  one  another.  And  many  false  pro- 
phets shall  rise  and  shall  deceive  many. 
And  because  iniquity  shall  abound,  the  love 
of  many  shall  wax  cold.  But  he  that  shall 
endure  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall  be 
saved. ' ' 

Here  the  Lord  set  down  a  principle  whicli 
has  been  part  and  parcel  of  the  work  of 
God  from  the  beginning:  "  He  that  shall 
endure  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall  be 
saved." 

Such  a  doctrine  had  been  preached  long 
before  His  day,  and  now  the  Lord  re- 
confirmed it.  The  ancient  prophets  had 
repeatedly  urged  the  people  to  be  faithful 
to  the  end.  Ezekiel,  for  instance,  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  if  a  righteous  man  turned 
to  evil,  all  his  righteous  deeds  would  go 
unremembered,  and  he  would  perish  in  his 
sins,  but  those  who  endured  to  the  end  in 
righteousness,  should  receive  the  blessings 
of  heaven.     (Ch.  18.) 

Paul  urged  his  followers  to  continued 
well-doing  and  was  able  to  say  near  the  end 
of  his  life,  "  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I 
have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith." 

In  His  revelations  to  the  modern  Church, 
the  Lord  re-emphasized  this  teaching,  and 
said:  "  If  thou  wilt  do  good,  yea  and  hold 
out  faithful  to  the  end,  thou  shalt  be  saved 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God ;  there  is  no  greater 
gift  than  the  gift  of  salvation." 

The  words  of  the  Saviour  have  been  ful- 
filled in  many  cases  in  our  own  day.  For 
some  reason,  certain  ones  have  beconie 
offended  at  things  which  often  were  quite 
trivial,  and  have  allowed  the  offence  to  turn 


to  bitterness  in  their  hearts  toward  the 
Church  and  its  leaders.  Under  such  con- 
ditions some  have  betrayed  their  brethren 
and  condemned  them. 

When  teachers  and  promoters  have  ad- 
vocated unsound  ideas,  like  false  yrophcts 
such  persons  have  deceived  some  and  led 
them  into  paths  of  disappointment  and  dis- 
tress, away  from  the  inspired  leadership 
they  had  previously  known. 

Others  have  simply  loved  the  things  of 
this  world  more  than  the  things  of  God,  and 
have  followed  their  hearts'  desires. 

As  they  have  thus  pei'mitted  themselves 
to  be  set  at  variance  with  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  neai'ly  always  they  have  justified 
themselves  in  their  positions.  If  they  hold 
ill-feeling  toward  the  Church,  they  felt  that 
it  was  the  Church  or  its  leaders  who  were 
in  the  wrong,  accepting  no  blame  for  them- 
selves, and  forgetting  that  some  self- 
analysis  would  go  far  toward  solving  the 
problem.  They  have  absented  themselves 
from  the  Church,  and  soon  found  that  it 
had  gone  on  without  them. 

Failure  to  keep  the  commandments,  re- 
gardless of  the  reason,  has  always  been  the 
stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  salvation. 
It  is  the  means  by  which  we  also  fail  to 
endure  faithful  to  the  end. 

President  Grant  at  one  time  said,  "  I 
have  seen  men,  no  matter  how  high  the 
position  they  have  reached,  neglect  their 
duties  and  turn  away  and  become  enemies 
of  the  Church,  because  they  did  not  keep 
the  commandments." 

Every  one  of  us  should  realize  the  im- 
portance of  holding  fast  to  the  faith,  of 
living  the  gospel  from  day  to  day,  of  keep- 
ing our  spirits  sweet  and  clean,  of  having 
an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God.  Each 
one  should  remember  that  the  reward  goes 
to  him  who  finishes  the  race,  that  salvation 
awaits  those  who  "  hold  out  faithful  to  the 

eiit*-"  —From  The  Dcscret  News. 


Let  me  give  light,  but  let  me  not  be  light. 

For  a  light  wife  maketh  a  heavy  husband. 

(Portia  in  The  Merchant  of  Venice.) 
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THE    "MORMONS"    AND 
POLYGAMY 


During  recent  months  the  "  Mormons 
have  been  given  more  publicity,  some  of  it 
favourable,  some  not  so  much  so.  From 
Press  reports  a  small  group  of  people  call- 
ing themselves  "  Fundamentalists  "  have 
broken  the  law  of  the  land.  Since  this 
group  apparently  live  in  or  around  Salt  Lake 
City,  some  of  our  news  correspondents  have 
insinuated  or  openly  associated  them  with 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints. 

Every  "  Mormon  "  knows  that  the 
Church  discontinued  the  practice  of  "plural 
marriage"  at  the  time  of  the  Manifesto  in 
October,  1890.  Since  that  time  no  mem- 
ber could  enter  into  polygamy  and  retain 
his  or  her  membership  in  the  Church.  The 
Manifesto  was  accepted  by  the  membership 
of  the  Church  in  General  Conference  and 
has  been  the  law  to  them  since  that  time. 
Do  not  be  afraid  to  let  your  voice  be  heard 
on  this  matter ! 

From  the  press  reports  printed  by  some 
of  the  newspapers  it  is  evident  that  the 
recent  Federal  Investigations  which  pre- 
ceded the  prosecutions  now  reported  were 
actually  started  after  action  by  the  "  Mor- 
mon "  Church  authorities. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  "  Funda- 
mentalists "  at  one  time  were  m-smbers  of 
the  Church.  It  is  also  possible  that  they 
never  were  members  of  our  Church.  If 
they  were  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  they  are  apos- 


tates or  were  excommunicated  long  time 
ago.  The  Church  will  not  tolerate  poly- 
gamist  marriages  nor  will  they  tolerate  any 
officer  or  members  officiating  at  such 
marriages. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  although  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  is  the  headquarters  of  the 
Church,  its  population  is  not  all  Latter-day 
Saint.  During  normal  times  the  "  Mor- 
mon "  population  is  about  40  per  cent. 
Since  the  begmning  of  the  United  States 
Defence  Programme  and  later  their  entry 
into  the  war,  Salt  Lake  City's  population 
has  been  almost  doubled.  We  all  know  the 
various  classes  and  types  of  people  that 
follow  war  industries  and  camps. 

One  of  our  Johannesburg  newspapers 
went  to  the  trouble  of  adding  a  postscript 
to  their  overseas  report  explaining  about  the 
establishment  of  "  Mormonism."  Too  bad 
that  they  did  not  go  to  a  reliable  source  for 
their  information.  Anyone  knowing  the 
history  of  the  Church  will  easily  detect 
many  errors  in  this  postscript,  even  the 
dates  quoted  are  incorrect. 

Eead  Elder  John  A.  Widtsoe's  article 
"  Why  Did  the  Church  Practise  Plural 
Marriage  in  Earlier  Days?  "  This  article 
will  be  found  on  page  86  of  this  issue. 

E.  E.  F. 
□  □  

Music  is  the  only  language  in  which  you 
cannot  say  a  mean  or  sarcastic  thing. 

— John  Erskine. 
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THE   LAW  OF  TITHING 

rv^ljl    By  ELDER  LEVI  EDGAR  YOUNG 

(Of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy) 


**\A/HAT   doth    it   profit,    my    brethren, 

'  ▼  though  a  man  may  say  he  hath 
faith,  and  have  not  works?  Can  faith  save 
him?  If  a  brother  or  sister  be  naked,  and 
destitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  say 
unto  them,  Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed 
and  filled;  notwithstanding  ye  give  them 
not  those  things  which  are  needful  to  the 
body;  what  doth  it  profit?  Even  so  faith, 
if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead,  being  alone." 
(James  2:14-17.) 

"  Thou  shalt  truly  tithe  all  the  increase 
of  thy  seed,  that  the  field  bringeth  forth 
from  year  to  year."  (Deut.  14:22.) 

The  story  is  told  of  a  man  who  had  a 
garden  of  lovely  flowers.  Beyond  the  gar- 
den was  a  field  of  wheat.  He  worked  hard 
to  prepare  the  soil  and  to  plant  the  seed. 
He  had  the  joy  of  running  water  upon  the 
land  and  watching  the  seed  '  sprout  and 
grow.  It  matured  and  a  crop  was  har- 
vested. As  he  stored  the  grain,  he 
thought :  "  It  is  not  I  who  caused  the  land 
to  give  life.  I  worked  and  planted,  but 
the  land  and  the  sunshine  and  the  water 
were  given  of  the  Lord.  He  it  is  who  wit- 
nessed my  labour  and  my  faith,  and  He 
blessed  me  with  abundance."  He  turned 
to  his  Bible  and  read  : 

"  Beware  that  thou  forget  not  the  Lord 
thy  God,  in  not  keeping  his  commandments, 
and  his  judgments,  and  his  statutes,  which 
I  command  thee  this  day :  lest  when  thou 
hast  eaten  and  art  full,  and  hast  built 
goodly  houses,  and  dwelt  therein,  and  when 
thy  herds  and  thy  flocks  multiply,  and  thy 
silver  and  thy  gold  is  multiplied,  and  all 
that  thou  hast  is  multiplied ;  then  thy 
heart  be  lifted  up,  and  thou  forget  the  Lord 
thy  God." 

"  But  thou  shalt  remember  the  Lord  thy 
God:  for  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee  power  to 
get  wealth,  that  He  may  establish  His  cove- 
nant, which  he  sware  unto  thy  fathers,  as 
it  is  this  day."     (Deut.  8:11-1S.) 


Meaning  of  Tithing. 

To  give  a  tenth  of  what  we  have  for  the 
work  of  God  in  the  earth  is  what  we  mean 
by  tithing.  Such  a  custom  had  its  begin- 
ning far  back  in  ancient  days,  when  Abra- 
ham was  communing  with  his  God.  In 
fact  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  all  the  laws 
that  the  Lord  required  Israel  to  obey.  The 
payment  of  tithes  was  a  prominent  feature 
of  the  old  Mosaic  Law,  and  in  Abraham's 
day  we  find  him  making  his  gifts  to  Melchi- 
zedek,  and  paying  tithes  on  his  flocks  and 
herds.  Centuries  later,  the  writer  of 
Hebrews  in  the  New  Testament  comments 
on  this  same  incident,  showing  how  the 
tradition  had  remained  in  the  minds  of  the 
Hebrew  race. 

For  this  Melchizedek,  king  of  Salem, 
priest  of  the  Most  High  God,  who  met 
Abraham  returning  from  the  slaughter  of 
the  kings,  and  blessed  him; 

"  To  whom  also  Abraham  gave  a  tenth 
part  of  all;  first  being  by  interpretation. 
King  of  Eighteousness,  and  after  that  also, 
King  of  Salem,  which  is,   King  of  Peace." 

After  the  Israelites  had  been  brought  out 
of  Egypt,  they  were  required  to  pay  a  tithe 
unto  the  Lord,  for  in  the  Book  of  Leviticus 
we  read  : 

"  And  all  the  tithe  of  the  land,  whether 
of  the  seed  of  the  land,  or  of  the  fruit  of 
the  trees,  is  the  Lord's;  it  is  holy  unto  the 
Lord. 

"  And  if  a  man  will  at  all  redeem  ought 
of  his  tithes,  he  shall  add  thereto  the  fifth 
part  thereof. 

"  And  concerning  the  tithe  of  the  herd, 
or  of  the  flock,  even  of  whatsoever  passeth 
imder  the  rod,  the  tenth  shall  be  holy  unto 
the  Lord. 

"  He  shall  not  search  whether  it  be  good 
or  bad,  neither  shall  he  change  it;  and  if  he 
change  it  at  all,  then  both  it  and  the  change 
thereof  shall  be  holy ;  it  shall  not  be 
redeemed. ' ' — ^(Leviticus  27  :  30-33.) 

When   Paul   the    Apostle   was   defending 
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himself  before  Felix,  he  spoke  of  alms  and 
offerings : 

But  this  1  confess  unto  thee,  that  after 
the  way  which  they  call  heresy,  so  worship 
I  the  God  of  my  fathers,  believing  all  things 
which  arc  written  in  the  law  and  in  the 
prophets : 

"  And  have  hope  toward  God,  which  they 
themselves  also  allow  that  there  shall  be  a 
resurrection  ot'  the  dead,  both  of  the  just 
and  unjust. 

"  And  herein  do  I  exercise  myself,  to 
have  always  a  conscience  void  of  offence 
toward  God,  and  toward  men. 

"  Now  after  many  years  I  came  to  bring 
alms  to  my  nation,  and  offerings." — 
(Acts  24:14-17.) 

Gifts  to  God. 

From  the  beginning  of  human  history 
gifts  were  conducive  of  vision.  Gifts  to 
God,  the  gift  of  service,  the  gift  of  material 
means  for  the  help  of  humanity,  the  gift  to 
the  storehouse  of  God,  all  resulted  in  a 
spiritual  quality  of  life.  This  was  the 
ultimate  value  to  be  obtained ;  it  made  him 
comprehend  his  inward  relationship  to  his 
Maker.  This   again   is  beautifully   illus- 

trated in  the  gift  of  the  poor  widow,  as  re- 
corded by  Mark  the  Evangelist:  "  There 
came,"  said  lie,  "a  certain  poor  widow,  and 
she  threw  in  two  mites,  which  make  a  far- 
thing. And  He  called  unto  Him  His  dis- 
ciples and  saith  unto  them.  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  That  this  poor  widow  hath  cast 
more  in,  than  all  they  who  have  cast  into 
the  treasury :  For  all  they  did  cast  in  of 
their  abundance ;  but  she  of  her  want  did 
cast  in  all  that  she  had,  even  all  her  living." 
Her  joy  was  complete,  for  the  Lord  bore 
witness  to  the  fact  that  her  gift  was  the 
greatest  of  all  because  her  all  had  been  laid 
on  the  altar  of  her  God  in  Thanksgiving. 

During  the  years  of  the  unfolding  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  in  this  dis- 
pensation the  Saints  were  always  on  the 
frontier   and   were   very  poor.  It   was   a 

problem  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  to 
know  what  should  be  done  that  the  Church 
might  be  sustained.  True  the  brethren 

were  giving  all  their  time  and  talents  for 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  sacrifice  was 
great.  Homes  were  built,  temples  were 
erected;  the  evangelization  of  the  world 
had  commenced.  It  was  all  the  result  of 
a  divine  urge  within  to  build  up  the  Church 


and  the  Kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth. 
It  was  because  of  a  deep  gratitude,  which 
welled  up  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  had 
experienced  the  goodness  of  God. 

The  yenrs  of  struggle  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Church  in  1830  were  never  over- 
come. There  was  tragedy;  there  was  deep 
sorrow  and  trial,  but  the  faith  of  the  Saints 
caused  them  to  look  to  the  future  with 
fidelity,  and  to  go  forward  with  energy  and 
purpose  to  the  tasks  committed  to  them. 
As  stewards  of  Christ  they  were  to  occupy 
until  His  coming,  employing  every  talent 
entrusted  to  them  in  His  service. 
Means  To  Carry  On. 

The  means  to  carry  on  were  assured  after 
the  Revelation  on  Tithing  was  given  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  on  July  8,  1838,  It 
reads : 

"  Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  require 
all  their  surplus  property  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  bishop  of  my  church  in  Zion. 

"  For  the  building  of  mine  house,  and 
for  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  Zion  and 
for  the  priesthood,  and  for  the  debts  of  the 
Presidency  of  my  Church. 

'  And  this  shall  be  the  beginning  of  the 
tithing  of  my  people. 

"  And  after  that,  those  who  have  thus 
been  tithed  shall  pay  one-tenth  of  all  their 
interest  annually ;  and  this  shall  be  a  stand- 
ing law  unto  them  forever,  for  my  holy 
priesthood,  saith  the  Lord. 

"  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  come 
to  pass  that  all  those  who  gather  unto  the 
land  of  Zion  shall  be  tithed  of  their  surplus 
properties,  and  shall  observe  this  law,  or 
they  shall  not  be  found  worthy  to  abide 
among  you. 

"  And  I  say  unto  you,  if  my  people 
observe  not  this  law,  to  keep  it  holy,  and 
by  this  law  sanctify  the  land  of  Zion  unto 
me,  that  my  statutes  and  my  judgments 
may  be  kept  thereon,  that  it  may  be  most 
holy,  behold,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall 
not  be  a  land  of  Zion  unto  you. 

And  this  shall  be  an  ensample  unto  all 
the  stakes  of  Zion.  Even  so,  Amen." 
D.  and  C.  Sec.  119- 

A  Divine  System. 

The   Latter-day    Saints   beheve   that   the 

tithing  system  has  been  divinely  appointed 

for  every  member  of  the  Church   to  keep 

sacredly.  It  is  a  commandment  of  the 

^Continued  on  page  92.) 
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Why  Did    the  Church    Practice 
Plural  Marriage  in  Earlier  Days? 

ELDER  JOHN   A.   WIDTSOE. 


PLUKAL  luarriagc  was  px*actised  by  be- 
tween two  and  four  per  cent,  of  the 
Church  membership  from  1843  to  1890  (ac- 
cording to  the  Utah  Conunission  appointed 
by  Congress).  In  the  latter  year  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
affirmed  the  constitutionality  of  the  con- 
gressional laws  against  the  practice.  Obedi- 
ence to  constitutional  law  is  a  fudamental 
tenet  of  the  Church  (D.  and  C.  98:  5,  6). 
Therefore,  after  Wilford  Woodruff  had 
sought  guidance  from  the  Lord,  the  Church 
suspended  the  practice.  However,  it  had 
been  declared,  long  before,  that  the  Church 
would  cease  the  practice  if  constitutional 
laws  against  it  were  enacted.  For  example, 
"  Would  it  be  right  for  the  Latter-day 
Saints  to  marry  a  plurality  of  wives  in  any 
of  the  states  and  territories,  or  nations, 
where  such  practices  are  prohibited  by  the 
laws  of  man?  We  answer  '  No,  it  would 
not  be  right  ' ;  for  we  are  commanded  to  be 
subject  to  the  powers  that  be.  .  .  .  unless 
their  laws  are  unrighteous."  (Orson  Pratt, 
The  Seer,  p.  Ill,  June,  1853.)  To-day  any 
Church  member  who  enters  into  plural  mar- 
riage or  who  teaches  its  propriety  in  these 
days  is  promptly  excommunicated. 

Plural  marriage  has  been  a  subject  of 
wide  and  frequent  comment.  Members  of 
the  Church  unfamiliar  with  its  history,  and 
many  non-members,  have  set  up  fallacious 
reasons  for  the  origin  of  this  system  of 
marriage  among  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

The  most  common  of  these  conjectures  is 
that  the  Church,  through  plural  marriage, 
sought  to  provide  husbands  for  its  large 
surplus  of  female  members.  The  implied 
assumption  in  this  theory,  that  there  have 
been  more  female  than  male  members  iti 
the  Church,  is  not  supported  by  existing 
evidence.  On  the  contrary,  there  seem 
always  to  have  been  more  males  than 
females  in  the  Church.  Families — father, 
inother,  and  children — have  most  commonly 
joined  the  Church.      Of  course,  many  single 


women  have  become  converts,  but  also 
many  single  men. 

The  United  States  census  records  from 
1850  to  1940,  and  all  available  Church 
records,  uniformly  show  a  preponderance  of 
males  in  Utah,  and  in  the  Church.  Indeed, 
the  excess  in  Utah  has  usually  been  larger 
than  for  the  whole  United  States,  as  would 
be  expected  in  a  pioneer  state.  The  births 
within  the  Church  obey  the  usual  popula- 
tion law — a  slight  excess  of  males.  Orson 
Pratt,  writing  in  1853  from  direct  knowledge 
of  Utah  conditions,  when  the  excess  of 
females  was  supposedly  the  highest, 
declares  against  the  opinion  that  females 
outnumbered  the  males  in  Utah  (The  Seer, 
p.  110).  The  theory  that  plural  marriage 
was  a  consequence  of  a  surplus  of  female 
Church  members  fails  from  lack  of  evidence. 

Another  theory  holds  that  plural  marriage 
resulted  from  the  licentiousness  of  the 
Church  leaders.  This  is  refuted  by  the  evi- 
dence at  hand.  The  founders  and  early 
leaders  of  the  Church  were  reared  under 
the  strictly  monogamic  system  of  New  Eng- 
land. Plural  marriage  seemed  to  them  an 
unholy  and  repellent  practice.  Joseph 
Smith  has  told  that  he  hesitated  to  enter 
the  system  until  he  was  warned  of  his 
destruction  if  he  did  not  obey  (Hi.storicnf 
Record,  5:222).  Brigham  Young  said 
that  he  felt,  when  the  doctrine  was  revealed 
to  him,  that  he  would  rather  die  than  take 
plural  wives  (Life  Story  of  Brigham  Young, 
Gates  and  Widtsoe,  p.   242).  Others  of 

the  early  Church  leaders  to  whom  the  prin- 
ciple was  first  taught  have  related  their 
feeling  of  resistance  to  the  practice.  Un- 
doubtedly the  women  felt  much  the  same 
about  the  practice.  However,  numerous 
plural  wives  have  testified  to  the  high  moral 
tone  of  the  relationship  with  their  hus- 
bands. Not  only  was  every  wife  equal  in 
propriety  rights,  but  also  treated  with  equal 
deference,  and  all  children  w^ere  educated 
and  recognized  equally.         Mormon  plural 
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marriage  box'e  no  semblance  to  the  lewd  lii'c 
of  the  man  to  whom  woman  is  but  a  sub- 
ject for  his  lusts.  Women  were  not  forced 
into  plural  marriage..  They  entered  it 
voluntarily,  with  open  eyes.  The  men  and 
M'ornen,  with  very  few  exceptions,  who  li\'ed 
in  plural  marriage,  were  clean  and  high- 
minded.  Their  descendents,  tens  of  tliou- 
sands  of  whoiu  are  living,  worthy  citizens 
of  the  land,  are  proud  of  their  heritage.  The 
story  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  fully  avail- 
able, when  read  by  honest  men  and  women, 
decries  the  theory  that  plural  marriage  was 
a  product  of  licentiousness  or  sensuality. 

There  is  a  friendlier,  but  equally  unten- 
able view  relative  to  the  origin  of  plural 
marriage.  It  is  contended  that  on  the 
frontier,  where  the  Church  spent  its  earlier 
years,  men  were  often  unlettered,  rough  in 
talk  and  walk,  unattractive  to  refined 
women.  Female  converts  to  the  Church, 
coming  into  the  pioneer  wilderness,  dreaded 
the  possible  life-long  association  with  such 
men  and  the  rearing  of  their  children  under 
the  example  and  influence  of  an  uncouth 
father.  They  would  much  prefer  to  share 
a  finer  type  of  man  with,  another  woman. 
To  permit  this,  it  is  suggested  that  plural 
inarriage  was  instituted.  The  ready  answer 
is  that  the  great  majority  of  men  who  joined 
the  Church  were  superior,  spiritually  in- 
clined seekers  after  truth  and  all  the  better 
things  of  life.  Only  such  men  would  be 
led  to  investigate  the  restored  gospel  and  to 
face  the  sacrifices  that  membership  in  the 
Church  would  require.  Under  such  condi- 
tions, since,  as  has  been  stated,  there  was 
no  surplus  of  women  in  Mormon  pioneer 
comnmnities,  there  w'as  no  need  of  mating 
with  the  rough  element,  which  admittedly 
existed  outside  of  the  Church. 

Another  conjecture  is  that  the  people 
wei'e  few  in  number  and  that  ihe  Church, 
desiring  greater  numbers,  permitted  the 
practice  so  that  a  phenomenal  increase  in 
population  could  be  attained.  This  is  not 
defensible,  since  there  was  no  surplus  of 
women. 

The  simple  truth,  and  the  only  acce])t- 
able  explanation,  is  that  the  principle  of 
plural  marriage  came  as  a  revelation  from 
the  Lord  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  for 
the  Church.  It  was  one  of  many  principles 
so  comnmnicated  to  the  Prophet.       It  was 


not  man-made.  Jt  was  early  submitted  to 
several  of  his  associates,  and  later,  when 
safety  permitted,  to  the  Church  as  a  whole. 

The  members  of  the  Church  had  personal 
testimonies  of  the  divine  caUing  of  the 
Piopliet  Josejjh  Smith.  They  had  indivi- 
dually accepted  the  gospel  as  restored 
through  the  Prophet.  When  he  announced 
a  doctrine  as  a  revelation  coming  from 
above,  the  people,  being  already  convinced 
of  the  reality  of  Joseph's  prophetic  calling 
and  power,  accepted  the  new  doctrine  and 
attempted  to  put  it  into  practice.  Members 
of  the  Church  who  were  permitted  to  take 
plural  wives,  did  so  because  they  believed 
that  they  were  obeying  a  conunandment  of 
God.  That  faith  gave  them  strength  to 

meet  the  many  problems  arising  from 
])lurality,  and  to  resist  the  encroachments  of 
enemies  upon  their  sacred  right  of  freedom 
of  religious  belief  and  practice. 

We  do  not  understand  why  the  Lord 
commanded  the  practice  of  plural  marriage. 
Some  have  suggested  that  it  was  a  means 
of  trying  and  refining  the  people  through 
the  persecution  that  followed.  Certainly, 
one  must  have  had  faith  in  the  divine 
origin  of  the  Church  to  enter  it.  Another 
suggested  explanation  is  based  upon  the 
doctrine  of  pre-existence.  In  the  spirit 
world  are  countless  numbers  of  spirits  wait- 
ing for  their  descent  into  mortality,  to 
secure  earth  bodies  as  a  means  of  further 
progress.  These  unborn  spirits  desired  the 
best  possible  parentage.  Those  assuming 
plural  marriage  almost  invariably  were  the 
finest  types  in  the  community.  Only  men 
who  were  most  worthy  in  their  lives  were 
permitted  to  take  plural  wives;  and  usually 
only  women  of  great  faith  and  pure  lives 
were  walling  to  become  members  of  a  plural 
household.  (It  should  be  remembered  that 
permission  to  enter  the  system  was  granted 
only  by  the  President  of  the  Church,  and 
after  careful  examination  of  the  candidate.) 
However,  this  is  but  another  attempted  ex- 
planation by  man  of  a  divine  action. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  eugenic  studies 
have  shown  the  children  of  polygamous 
parents  to  be  above  the  average,  physically 
and  mentally.  And  the  percentage  of  happy 
plural  households  was  higher  than  that  of 
monogamous  families. 

(Continued  on  pap;e  94.) 
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SUNDAY    SCHOOL   SACRAMENT   GEM   AND 
CONCERT    RECITATIONS    FOR  JUNE,  1944 


SACRAMENT    GEM. 

I  come  to  Thee  all  penitent, 
I  feel  Thy  love  for  me. 

Dear  Saviour,  in  this  Sacrament 
I  do  remember  Thee. 


GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 


"  You  must  be  holy;  for  I,  the  Lord  your  God,  am  holy." 

— Leviticus,  chapter  19,  verse  2. 

GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

"  Be  ye  doers  of  the  word,    and  not  hearers  only,   deceiving  your  own  selves." 

— James,  chapter  1,  verse  22. 

SENIORS. 

"  We  lose  the  peace  of  years  when  we  hunt  after  the  .rapture  of  the  moment." 

— Bulwer  Lytton. 

jumoRs. 

"  Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you,  that  ye  should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit, 
and  that  your  fruit  should  remain." — John,  chapter  15,  verse  16. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour." 

— Exodus,  chapter  20,  verse  16. 

PRIMARY. 

I  like  to  feel  the  sacredness 

Of  Heavenly  Father's  love, 

And  know  that  Ho  is  watching  me 

From  holy  skies  above. 


KINDERGARTEN. 

I  love  to  go  to  Sunday  School, 

And  meet  the  friends  I  know, 

And  bow  with  them  in  humble  prayer, 

That  I  may  sweetly  grow. 
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BRANCH    TEACHERS'    MESSAGE    FOR 

JUNE,  1944 

THE  SACRAMENT 

E  died  an  innocent  man.  The  world  wi*s  better  when  He  left  than  when  He  came. 
He  had  harmed  no  one,— He  Iiad  blesh«<J  everyone.  He  hated  none,— He  loved  all. 
He  died  that  we  might  hve  again   in  the  presence  of  our  Father  in  Heaven.  There  was 

no  bitterness  in  His  soul, — in  His  heart,  no  desire  for  revenge.  Ji^very  moment  of  ±lis  life 
-was  hved,  every  pain  of  death  endured,  for  tliose  He  loved, — all  mankmd. 

That  His  disciples  should  not  forget  His  fife  and  His  example,  Jesus  took  bread  and 
blessed  it,  the  cup  and  blessed  its  contents,  giving  them  to  eat  and  drink  thereof,  sayujg, 
' '  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me . ' ' 

Since  the  partaking  of  the  sacrament  was  so  important  to  those  intimately  associated 
with  the  Saviour,  lest  they  forget,  how  much  more  important  that  we,  His  disciples  to- 
day, follow^  this  pattern  and  obey  this  comniund.  We  are  nearly  two  thousand  years  removed 
from  His  brief  mortal  life.  His  crucifixion,  His  entombment,  and  His  glorious  resurrection. 
We  have  far  greater  need  to  be  it'uiitided  of  thu  sacrifice  of  our  Redeemer  than  did  they 
who  lived  with  Him  on  the  earth. 

The  commandment  to  partake  of  the  sacrament  in  remembrance  of  Him  has  been  re- 
newed in  this  dispensation.  We  have  been  cuuiiaanded  to  "  .  .  .  meet  together  often  to 
partake  of  bread  and  wine  (water)  in  the  remembrance  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  and  to  "  .  .  . 
go  to  the  house  of  prayer  and  offer  up  our  sacraments  upon  His  holy  day." 

When  we  partake  of  the  sacrament,  we  renew  our  covenants  with  our  Heavenly  Father. 
We  witness  unto  Him  that  we  do  take  upon  ourselves  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  that 
we  do  remember  His  sacrifice  and  that  we  will  keep  His  commandments.  This  we  do  to 
the  end  that  we  may  always  have  the  companionship  and  guidance  of  His  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  who  faithfully  obser\es  this  commandment  is  constantly  reminded 
of  his  obligations  in  the  Church,  keeping  in  remembrance  the  life  of  his  Redeemer,  and  is  far 
less  likely  to  find  himself  in  the  way  of  apoi-tacy. 

When  we  eat  the  broken  bread  and  drink  the  water  so  blessed  as  to  represent  the  body 
and  blood  of  our  Redeemer,  we  should  do  so  reverently  and  with  our  minds  trained  upon 
His  life  and  sacrifice  for  us.       W^e  should  so  teach  our  children  as  well. 

Let  us  worthily  partake  of  the  sacrament  each  week  in  the  sacrament  meeting. 


PREJUDICE 

WM.  H.  REEDER,  Jr. 


SOMEWHERE  recently  I  ran  across  this 
thought,  "  A  prejudice  is  a  vagrant 
opinion  without  visable  means  of  support." 
Very  true — no  prejudice  has  any  justifiable 
reason  or  support.  It  is  generally  based 
on  ignorance,  self-sufficiency  and  personal 
interest.  They  are  all  inexcusable — yes, 

despisable.  Ignorance  basks  in  error, 
narrow-mindedness  and  destitution  of  know- 
ledge ;  self-sufficiency  comes  of  arrogance 
and  false  pride;  and  personal  interest  arises 
from  selfishness  and  greed.  Unworthy  are 
these  traits  in  anv  man,  and  thev  are  con- 


trary to  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  distortions  of  mind 
that  come  from  prejudice  are  not  elevating 
but  debasing. 

Here  are  some  trite  thoughts  : 

When  judgment  is  weak  the  prejudice 
is  strong."  — O'Hara. 

Prejudice    squints   when    it    looks,    and 
lies  when  it  talks."  — Abrantes. 

The  great  obstacle   to  progress  is  pre- 
judice . ' '  — Bovee . 
"  Prejudices    are    what    rule    the    vulgar 
crowd . ' '                                                — Voltaire . 
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UNIT    LEADER   SPEAKS  TO 
CHURCH    SERVICEMEN 

The  joUowing  is  an  oxccrpt  jruiu  an  address  delivered  by  Captain  Juel  L.  Andreasen  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  L.D.S.  soldiers  held  at  Fort  Ord,   California,  just  prior  to  their 

departure  overseas. 


*'j  AM  thankful  for  this  opportunity  of 
■  speaking  to  you  to-night.  Because  of 
the  size  of  the  audience  and  because  some 
of  you  may  be  leaving  soon,  I  feel  as  if  I 
should  tell  you  a  few  things  that  may  be 
helpful  to  you  wherever  you  may  be  sent. 

Many  of  you  feel  that  you  are  being 
cheated  out  of  a  mission  for  your  Church 
because  of  this  war.  It  is  true  you  are 
being  cheated  of  the  particular  kind  of 
mission  you  have  dreamed  of  since  your 
childhood;  but  you  are  now  on  as  great,  if 
not  a  greater  mission  than  any  of  you  ever 
dreamed  of.  Because  of  this  conflict  you 
are  on  a  two-fold  mission,  one  for  your 
country,   and  one  for  your  church.  The 

mission  for  your  country  is  one  of  preparing 
and  fighting  for  America,  this  land  with  its 
laws,  customs,  freedoms,  ideals,  etc.,  that 
were  given  you  as  a  birthright.  Anyone  or. 
anything  that  threatens  the  destruction  of 
these  ideals,  whether  internal  or  external, 
must  be  destroyed,  even  by  force  if  neces- 
sary, so  that  we  can  pass  on  to  future 
generations  as  good,  if  not  a  better  birth- 
right, than  has  been  given  to  us.  We  can- 
not always  enjoy  these  blessings  without 
sacrifice  and  sorrow.  Thousands  died  to 
give  us  our  American  way  of  life  and 
thousands  must  now  die  to  preserve  it,  and 
spread  its  blessings  throughout  the  world. 

Advantage  of  Position. 
As  for  the  mission  of  your  Church,  you 
have  a  great  advantage  over  the  missionary 
of  old  in  that  you  do  not  need  to  spend  the 
greater  part  of  your  time  in  trying  to  get 
acquainted  with  people  so  they  will  recog- 
nize and  become  interested  in  your  message. 
You  are  constantly  associating  and  working 
with  men,  who,  under  the  ordinary  mission- 
ary systena  would  perhaps  never  even  read 
your  tracts,  let  alone  invite  you  into  their 
homes  and  converse  with  you. 


Noiv  it  IS  nut  enough  that  you  live  your 
religion,  you  can  do  that,  and  still  be  a 
failure  as  an  army  m,issionary.  If  you  do 
not  use  wisdom  in  your  association  with 
your  buddies  you  will  become  an  object  of 
ridicule  where  if  you  do  use  ivisdom  you 
become  an  object  of  respect  and  admiration. 

This  thing  called  wisdom  is  as  im- 
portant to  your  success  as  "  keep  cool  "  is 
to  the  succsess  of  a  doctor  in  an  emergency. 
In  the  administration  of  first  aid  in  every 
condition,  the  first  important  thing  is  "keep 
cool."  And  so  with  the  army  missionary 
your  important  first  rule  of  success  is  "use 
wisdom,"  because  if  you  do  not  use  wisdom 
the  living  of  your  religion  is  of  no  account 
as  far  as  bringing  the  truth  to  others. 

Use    Wisdotn. 

First  of  all  in  using  wisdom  in  your  army 
life,  never  allow  any  of  your  buddies  to 
think  for  one  second  that  you  think  you  are 
better  than  tliey,  because  if  you  do  you  are 
placing  yourself  upon  a  pedestal  where  they 
can  never  reach  you ;  but  can  only  point 
you  out  for  ridicule.  It  is  all  right  if  they 
place  you  there,  because  then  they  can  look 
up  to  you  and  even  come  to  you  for  coun- 
sel and  advice,  and  \our  light  can  then  so 
shine  that  they  may  see  your  good  works 
and  glorify  your  Father  in  Heaven. 

As  little  a  thing  as  refusing  a  cigarette 
is  very  important,.  Any  person  who  sin- 
cerely offers  you  a  cigarette  is  your  friend ; 
he  thinks  enough  of  you  to  offer  you  some- 
thing of  his  own,  and  therefore,  you  should 
feel  honoured  and  not  insulted,  and  you 
should  be  careful  in  refusing  his  offer  so 
you  will  retain  his  friendship  and  not  lose 
his  good  will.  There  is  really  only  one 
way  to  do  this,  and  that  is  to  say  "  No, 
thank  you,"  no  more,  or  no  less.  Even  if 
you  just  add  three  more  words,  you  may 
lose  every  chance  of  ever  teaching  by  word 
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or  deed  your  message  to  that  person,  and 
the  more  words  you  add  or  subtract,  the 
less  your  chance  will  be.  Even  to  say 

"  No,  thanks,  I  don't  smoke"  is  not  using 
wisdom    because    your    buddy    may    think, 

There  is  a  fellow  who  thinks  he  is  better 
than  I,  because  he  doesn't  smoke."  You 
may  have  placed  yourself  beyond  his 
reach. 

Teach  by  Example. 

I  have  used  this  illustration  because  it  is 
simple  and  common,  but  you  must  use  the 
same  wisdom  in  all  your  dealings  and  then 
the  opening  will  come,  you  will  be  asked 
questions  about  your  religion,  and  eager  ears 
will  listen.  There  again  come  wisdom  into 
the  picture.  Never  force  by  waj  of  mouth 
your  religion  on  anyone  because  all  minds 
are  closed   to  tliose   words.  If  you   use 

wisdom,  you  or  your  religion  will  not  be 
ridiculed,  even  among  the  most  ungodly  • 
and  if  you  don't  use  wisdom  you  will  bring 
on  ridicule  which  will  do  you  or  your  Church 
no  good.       Teach  your  religion  by  example. 

This  conflict  inay  end,  and  you  rnay 
never  see  any  direct  results,  and  yet  I 
promise  you  that  there  will  come  results  if 
you  do  your  part  even  though  you  may 
never  hear  of  them  while  you  live  here  on 
earth. 

Because  you  are  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  you  are  being 
watched  by  many,  both  night  and  day,  and 
what  you  do  will  affect  many ;  just  as  the 
lives  of  my  scout  and  Church  leaders  have 
greatly  affected  my  life,  even  though  at  the 
time  they  never  had  an  idea  I  watched  their 
lives  to  find  a  plan  and  pattern  for  my  own. 

Little  things  you  do  may  reap  great 
results  in  a  short  time,  and  you  may  be 
greatly  surprised  when  you  hear  of  these 
results.  My  companion  and  I  were  called 
in  a  home  in  Denmark  while  out  tracting, 
and  I  was  asked  to  pray  for  a  very  sick 
man,  who  was  as  near  death  as  T  ever  hope 
to  see.  He  nor  any  of  his  family  belonged 
to  the  Church,  though  they  had  heard  of  us. 
We  knelt  by  his  bed  and  I  prayed,  although 
on  my  part  1  had  very  little  faith  in  his 
recovery,  although  I  never  doubted  for  a 
minute  that  God  could  heal  him  if  there 
was  a  reason  for  so  doing. 

All  are  Watched. 

One  day,  about  five  years  later  while 
attending  dental  college,  I  received  a  letter 


from  my  brother  Carl,  who  was  then  in 
Denmark  on  a  mission.  He  wrote  about 
ordaining  a  man  an  Elder  in  the  Church; 
when  he  was  through,  the  man  said  "  I 
want  to  show  you  a  picture  of  the  young 
man  who  converted  me  to  the  Church." 
He  then  showed  my  brother  a  picture  of 
me,  and  told  him  the  whole  story. 

Yes,  we  are  watched,  and  good  or  bad 
effects  will  be  the  result  of  our  lives.  From 
our  lives,  others  are  making  plans  to  help 
liuild  their  character.  Will  they  be  good 
or  bad?  " 

Many  of  you  will  never  return  from 
this  conflict  as  it  cannot  be  with  you  as  it 
was  with  the  sons  of  Helaman.  This  army 
is  made  up  of  men  of  many  religious  beliefs 
and  there  must  be  missionaries  in  the  here- 
after. You  are  the  logical  ones  to  do  that 
work,  you  speak  their  language  and  are  their 
friend. 

In  the  final  analysis  it  doesn't  matter 
whether  we  come  back  or  not ;  of  course 
there  will  be  sorrow  if  we  don't.  But  what 
does  matter  is  if  we  do  come  back,  will  we 
be  a  credit  to  our  country,  church,  parents 
— and  most  of  all  to  ourselves? 

May  God  bless  you  wherever  you  may 
be  sent,  not  making  your  way  particularly 
easy,  but  making  you  strong  enough  to 
triumph  over  all  your  enemies,  I  pray,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.        Amen. 


MANY  TONGUES  AT 
LONDON   BRANCH 

At  a.  recent  Church  Conference  in  London 
it  began  to  be  a  source  of  conjecture  on  the 
part  of  more  than  one  individual  in  what 
language  the  next  testimony  'would  be 
borne.  English  with  a  Cockney   accent, 

fruity  and  unmistakable ;  American-Texan 
with  an  elongated  drawl;. the  short,  hard 
vowels  of  Y'orkshire,  from  a  voice  capabl(> 
of  doing  justice  to  "  On  Ilkla  baht  "at  '"; 
Canadian-American  with  a  difference; 
French,  with  a  flavour  of  Peasant  Brittany 
about  it;  Austrian,  gutteral  and  a  little 
excited ;  Dublin  Irish ;  Belfast  Irish,  and 
finally  English  with  a  Russian  inflexion 
from   the   wheatlands   of  Odessa.  Truly 

cosmopolitan,  and  an  indication  that 
Christianity  knows  no  frontiers. 

— From  Millcnuidl  Star. 
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The  Law  of  Tithing — From  page  85. 
Lord  and  obedience  to  it  is  required.    Ever 
since  the  revelation  was  given  for  its  close 
observance,  the  Latter-day  Saints  have  had 
power  to  further  God's  work. 

This  is  why  the  Prophet  Joseph  turned  to 
his  people  and  gave  them  the  word  of  the 
Lord  concerning  the  law  of  tithing.  From 
that  time  on,  they  went  to  the  store  house 
of  the  Lord  and  willingly  gave  unto  Him 
their  offerings  and  their  tenth  in  deep 
gratitude  for  their  blessings.  The  com- 

pensation of  their  offerings  was  the  "  build- 
ing of  my  house  and  for  the  laying  of  the 
foundation  of  Zion.  They  were  blessed  of 
the  vision  of  God's  purposes  which  meant 
to  them  the  greatest  joy  and  happiness. 
Their  views  of  life  were  widened,  for  their 
GIFT  brought  them  into  filial  relation  with 
God.  With  the  enlargement  of  their  faith 
in  the  great  work  to  which  they  had  dedi- 
cated their  lives,  the  treasures  of  wisdom 
and  knowledge  were  opened  to  their  believ- 
ing minds.  For  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  payment  of  tithes  is  an  expression  of 
man's  deepest  love  and  gratitude  to  Hiin 
who  gives  all,  and  all  good  things  are 
received  in  return.  The  compensation  is 
a  holy  blessing. 

Tithe-paying  must  be  a  voluntary,  free- 
will sacrifice,  not  to  be  exacted  by  secular 
power,  nor  enforced  by  infliction  of  fine  or 
other  material  penalties.  While  in  one 

sense  the  obligation  is  self-assumed,  it  is 
nevertheless  one  to  be  observed  with  full 
purpose  of  heart  by  the  earner  who  claims 
standing  in  the  Church,  and  who  professes 
to  abide  by  the  revealed  word,  given  for  the 
spiritual  development  of  its  members. 

But,  tithing  is  only  a  part  of  the  divine 
system  of  giving.  The  Hebrews  of  old  were 
taught  to  make  gifts  other  than  the  tithe. 
These  freewill  offerings  are  those  which 
any  man  may  choose  to  make.  We  recall 
the  visit  of  the  three  wise  men  to  the  cradle 
of  the  Lord.  The  evangelist  Matthew  tells 
us  that  "  When  they  were  come  into  the 
house,  they  saw  the  young  child  with  Mary 
his  mother,  and  fell  down  and  worshipped 
Him ;  and  when  they  had  opened  their 
treasures,  they  presented  unto  Him  gifts : 
gold  and  frankincense,  and  myrrh."  It 
was    an    expression    of    understanding    and 


love.  Giving  to  the  Ohurch  of  our  material 
means  is  conducive  of  an  understanding  of 
the  better  things  of  life  and  the  gifts  of  the 
spirit.  He  who  gives  to  the  Church  will 
go  to  Church;  he  who  gives  to  the  ministry 
will  love  the  ministry;  he  who  gives  of  his 
worldly  goods  for  the  extending  of  the  know- 
ledge of  His  Name,  will  practise  the 
Chistian  virtues,  by  which  His  Name  is 
hallowed.  What  a  nobler  world  this 
would  be  if  every  Christian  would  feel  that 
all  that  he  lives  by  is  the  gift  of  God,  for 
he  in  turn  would  make  a  gift  that  is  hal- 
lowed by  the  remembrance  of  Him  who 
gives  us  both  the  life  and  the  strength,  and 
the  reward  of  our  labours.  Until  this  is 
done,  humanity  will  fail  to  find  the  true 
source  of  happiness.  Should  every  Christian 
come  to  know,  come  to  realize  that  the 
giving  of  a  tenth  to  God  and  the  making 
of  Free  Will  offerings  for  the  teaching  of 
His  holy  word,  there  would  be  a  Church  in 
every  community,  where  men  might  go 
every  day  for  prayer  and  thanksgiving.  It 
would  bring  the  Light  of  the  Kingdom  to 
the  eyes  of  men,  and  would  invite  them  to 
holy  communion;  and  this  they  would  love 
for  they  contributed  of  their  substance  for 
the  higher  and  more  enduring  things  of  life. 

Governments  give  millions — yes  billions 
of  dollars  for  the  upkeep  of  armies  and 
navies,  which  are  used  to  kill  and  to  con- 
quer. If  the  gifts  for  war  could  be  directed 
to  serve  man's  well-being  and  happiness  in 
a  new  order  of  society ;  if  the  spiritual 
vision  and  energies  of  men  could  be  made 
strong  enough  that  they  might  give  a  tenth 
of  their  means,  of  their  food,  of  their  cloth- 
ing, to  that  new  order  in  which  all  material 
power  might  be  used  for  spiritual  aims,  the 
result  would  be  the  elimination  of  war  and 
the  ushering  in  of  a  world  of  peace.  Every- 
body would  want  to  do  justly,  to  love 
mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  God.  "  The 
material  gift  to  make  the  world  better  is 
the  innermost  bond  of  a  personal  relation- 
ship to  God.  It  is  the  ethical  motive  of 
love,  of  an  active,  constructive  goodwill, 
which  is  expressed  in  all  human  relation- 
ships, to  be  made  dominant  in  all  human 
affairs. 

When  we  offer  Christ  the  submission  of 
our  hearts  and  the  obedience  of  our  lives; 
then  God  offers  us  his  abiding  presence. 
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DISTRICT   HIGHLIGTHS 


After  an  extended  illness,  Brother  Daniel 
Thomas  Jubber,  of  the  Springs  Branch, 
passed  from  this  mortal  existence.  Brother 
Jubber  was  75  years  old  last  October  thc 
25th,  ha\'ing  been  born  on  that  date  in  1868. 
He  was  baptized  on  the  28th  of  April,  1908. 
Sister  Jubber  died  about  four  years  ago. 
Members  of  the  Church  extend  their  sym- 
pathies to  the  Jubber  family,  at  this  time 
of  sorrow. 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch  liolds  a  Baptismal 
Service.  The  following  young  ladies  were 
baptized  on  the  (5th  of  May  and  were  con- 
firmed at  the  Sacrament  Service  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  :  — 

Myrtle  Magdalene  Everton,  daughter  of 
Brother  and   Sister  John  H.    Everton. 

Mavis  Gwendalene  Scheckle,  daughter  of 
Sister  Helena  M.   Scheckle. 

Patricia  Agnes  Trollip,  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Havelock  Trollip. 

We  are  also  very  pleased  to  learn  that 
our  good  friend  of  many  years'  standing, 
Theodora  Bedford,  of  Krugersdorp,  formerly 
of  Cape  Town,  was  baptized  and  confirmed 
a  member  of  the  Church  on  tht;-  18th  of 
May  at  Eamah. 

We  welcome  all  these  fine  young  women 
to  full  membership  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  extend  to 
them  our  hand  in  fellowship. 

Our  heartfelt  sympathies  are  extended  to 
Sister  and  Mr.  Noel  Slabber  (formerly 
Sister  P'atricia  Herboldt),  of  Cape  Town, 
on  the  death  of  their  new-born  son.  Sister 
Slabber's  husband  is  away  at  sea  with  the 
Navy  and  Brother  Dan  is  up-North.  This 
child  was  born  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of 
May  and  died  on  the  morning  of  the  9th. 

The  Transvaal  District  Presidency  are 
now  holding  regular  Sunday  evening  ser- 
vices, every  second  Sunday  evening  at  7 
o'clock  at  Krugersdorp.  Sisters  Edna 
Kewney  and  Theo  Bedford  conduct  Sunday 
School  every  Sunday  morning  at  their 
home,  29,  Victoria  Avenue,  Krugersdorp. 
They  have  split  their  school  into  two 
classes,     one     in    English,     the     other     in 


Afrikaans,  and  have  a  small  chorus.  Eine 
work,  young  ladies ! 

Springs  Branch  President  Brother  I.  C. 
Louw,  reports  that — 

^riie  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  D. 
Piiillips  was  blessed  and  given  the  name  of 
(iail  Eochelle  by  Branch  President  Louw 
on  the  14th  of  May. 

Sister  Cora  Futter  is  recovering  from  the 
injuries  she  received  from  a  nasty  fall. 

The  District  Presidency  gave  the  lantern 
lecture,  "  Kmg  of  Kings  "  to  an  interested 
and  pleased  audience  on  the  7th  of  May. 

Tlie  Springs  Mutuals  are  sponsoring  their 
fii'st  big  "  Gold  and  (Jreen  Ball  "'  at  the 
Springs  Town  Hall  on  the  14th  of  July. 
Tickets  aie  being  sold  for  seven  and  six- 
pence. This  afifair  promises  to  be  a  joyous* 
one  and  Springs  Branch  invites  all  of  the 
Transvaal  District  membership  and  their 
friends  to  give  them  their  support. 

Sister  David  Banfield,  of  Krugersdorp, 
has  returned  to  her  home  after  a  serious 
spinal  operation.  We  are  pleased  that  she 
is  reported  as  doing  well. 

Transvaal  District  Genealogical  Super- 
^•isor,  Edie  Muir,  has  selected  the  following 
Branch  Officers  for  this  important  work : 
Springs,  Sister  Olive  Jubber;  Liahona, 
Sister  Jean  Charsley ;  Pretoria,  Sister 
Johanna  Cowdery ;  and  North-Western, 
Sister  Aletta  Bi'ummer. 

llamah  Mutuals  sponsored  a  Lunch 
Basket  Social  on  the  25th  of  April.  All 
present  voted  it  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

Liahona  Sunday  School  held  an  especially 
fine  concert  at  Eamah  on  the  6th  of  May. 
A  splendid  variety  of  items  included  two 
one-act  playlets,  songs,  dances  and  instru- 
mental selections,  all  given  by  Liahona 
talent. 

The  Transvaal  District  Presidency  has 
visited  every  branch  in  their  District  dur- 
ing the  past  month. 

Brother  IMelvin  Jubber,  son  of  Sister 
Charles  Jubber,  of  East  London,  has  now 
joined  the  forces  and  is  alreadv  "Up- 
North." 

Brother  and  Sister  Melvie  Jakins  and 
son,  of  Springs,  spent  their  vacation  on  the 
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Natal  South  Coast  and  visited  the  Durban 
Branch  during  May. 

Brother  B.  A.  T.  Jubber  has  returned  to 
his  home  in  East  London  after  a  long  visit 
with  his  son,  Walter  and  family,  at  Port 
Elizabeth. 

Brother  George  Kehl,  formerly  stationed 
near  Pretoria,  is  now  located  at  Cape  Town. 

Brother  Frank  E.  Smith,  of  Goodwood, 
visited  with  his  relations  in  the  Transvaal 
during  his  vacation. 

Brother  Alfred  Shelver,  of  Eosebank, 
is  now  transferred  to  the  naval  station  at 
Saldanha  Bay.  Mowbray  Branch  will  miss 
Alf's  smiling  face. 

Brother  Douglas  Brummer,  our  second 
S.A.P.,  visited  his  mother  and  friends 
while  on  his  vacation  from  Alexander  Bay. 

Brother  and  Sister  Eric  Jakins,  of  Eerste 
Elver  spent  some  six  weeks  at  Gordon's 
Bay  during  April  and  May. 

Sister  Iris  Taylor,  of  Sea  Point,  Avas  con- 
fined to  sick  bay  for  a  few  days  with  the 
'flu,  at  the  W.A.A.S.  Barracks  at  Wynberg 
during  May,  and  is  now  on  leave  on  a  farm 
near  Bloemfontein. 

Mother's  Day  programmes  were  held 
throughout  the  Mission.  It  is  reported 
that  in  most  every  branch  record  attend- 
ances appreciated  the  many  tributes  to 
Mother. 

Brother  (Sgt.)  Eobert  W.  Bessant,  of 
Cape  Town,  spent  a  well-earned  vacation 
and  sick  leave  visiting  in  the  Transvaal. 

Brother  Fred  G.  Ninow,  of  Cape  Town, 
and  formerly  of  the  Transvaal,  has  been 
posted  away  from  the  Cape.  We  wish 
him  the  very  best  of  luck  in  his  new  loca- 
tion. Sister  Fred  Ninow  is  now  visiting  her 
daughter  in  Johannesburg. 

Brother  Don  Vice,  of  Johannesburg,  is 
now  in  the  Navy  Hospital  at  Simonstown. 
We  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery. 

Sister  Mary  E.  Vice,  of  Johannesburg, 
visited  her  birthplace,  Maf eking,  during 
May. 

Liahona  Branch  joined  the  Eamah 
Branch  Sunday  School  picnic  at  Ehodes 
Park  on  Empire  Day.  It  is  reported  that 
some  of  the  picnicers  are  still  nursing  sore 
muscles  (or  what  have  you). 

We  welcome  Elder  Eldon  Shields,  of  the 
Canadian  Air  Force,  to  our  'Mission.  He  is 
now  stationed  at  Queensland.     He  has  been 


in  Port  Elizabeth  and  on  a  visit  to 
Johannesburg. 

Brother  Jack  Gray,  of  Plumstead,  was 
recently  promoted  to  a  First  Class  Warrant 
Of&cer.       Congratulations,    Sergeant-Major. 

Sister  W.  M.  Cooksley,  of  Pretoria,  is 
now  recovering  from  a  recent  operation. 

Sister  Cathrina  Sanders,  of  Pretoria,  is 
now  a  grandmother.  We  extend  our  con- 
gratulations to  Sister  Susan  van  der  Linden 
and  her  husband  on  the  birth  of  a  baby 
daughter. 

We  also  extend  our  congratulations  to 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  J.  Dieprink,  of  Pre- 
toria, on  the  birth  of  a  fine  daughter. 

Young  Brother  Eonnie  Kunitz,  son  of 
Branch  President  and  Sister  Carl  Kunitz,  of 
the  Pretoria  Branch,  is  reported  as  making 
very  good  progress  after  a  painful  operation. 

Brother  and  Sister  Oliver  Cowdrey  and 
family,  of  Pretoria,  will  spend  a  month's 
vacation  visiting  in  Swaziland  and  Lourenco 
Marques. 

We  have  been  notified  by  the  Capo 
Branch  Manager,  Mr.  B.  Fisher,  of  the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Films,  that  several 
coloured  Fitzpatrick  Travelogues  have  been 
taken  in  and  around  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
The  first  one  to  be  shown  is  entitled  Salt 
Lake  Diversions  and  will  be  released  to  the 
Metro  Theatres  in  the  Union  in  the  early 
part  of  July.  Interested  parties  might  in- 
quire of  their  local  theatre  managers  as  to 
the  exact  dates  of  showing.  Mr.  Fisher 
was  good  enough  to  present  the  Folland 
family  with  a  preview  of  this  picture.  It 
is  beautiful  and  interesting,  but  too  short. 
This  picture  made  the  Follands  a  bit  home- 
sick. Be  sure  to  see  it  and  take  your 
friends. 

Brother  Edwin  J.  Jakins,  of  Cape  Town, 
is  spending  a  long  vacation  visiting  friends 
at  Port  Elizabeth,  Grahamstown,  Queens- 
town  and  East  London. 


Why  Did  the  Church  Practise  Plural  Marriage 
in  Earlier  Days? — From  page  87. 

The  principle  of  plural  marriage  came  by 
revelation  from  the  Lord.  That  is  the 
reason  why  the  Church  practised  it.  It 
ceased  when  the  Lord  so  directed  through 
the  then  living  Prophet.  The  Church  lives, 
moves,  and  has  its  being  in  revelation. 
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To  Be  Sure. 

A  man  walked  up  to  the  Doll  House  counter 
and  asked  for  a  ham  sandwich. 

"  Will  you  have  it  here  or  take  it  with  you?  " 
asked  Brother  Alwyn  Hubert. 

"  Both,"  replied  the  customer. 

Added  Precaution. 

The  family  doctor  was  checking  with  the 
mother  of  four  small  children,  one  of  whom  he 
was  treating  for  scarlet  fever. 

"  Have  you  takeii  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  contagion  in  your  family?  " 
he  asked. 

"  Absolutely,  doctor,"  replied  the  mother 
earnestly.  "  We've    even    bought   a    sanitary 

cup  and  we  all  drink  from  it." 
B   a 

Fashion  Conscious. 

A  little  girl,  three  years  old,  was  asked  what 
kind  of  ice  cream  she  wou'd  have.  After  hesi- 
tating a  few  seconds  she  replied,  "  I  think 
vanilla  will  look  best  on  my  dress." 

■     B 

Keen  Competition. 

Helen:    "Milton    is    one   boy   in    a   hundred." 
Mary :    "  Does  he  know  he  is  competing  with 
that  many?  " 

□  Q 

Sitting  Back. 

"  There's  that  fellow  who  sought  for  years  to 
get  a  political  job." 

"  Well,   what  does  he  do  now?  " 
"Nothing!    he   got   the   job." 
Q     □ 

Well   Recommended. 

Magistrate:  "  Is  the  prisoner  a  known 
thief?  " 

Constable:  "A  known  thief?  Why,  he'd 
steal  the  harness  off  a  nightmare." 

□  □ 

Why  Help? 

Keith  Hubert:  "Ma,  that  apple  I  just  aie 
had  a  worm  in  it  and  I  ate  that,  too." 

Sister  Hubert:  "Here,  drink  this  water  and 
wash  it  down." 

Keith:    "Aw,  gee,   ma,   let  him  walk  down." 


Double  Feature. 

Yes,  sir,  the  best  way  to  get  the  most  out  of 
life  is  to  fall  in  love  with  a  great  problem  or  a 
beautiful   woman. 

Why   not  choose  the  last  one  and  get  both? 

□  Q 

Upside  Down. 

Mrs.  Newlywed  entered  a  shop  and  asked 
for  some  floor  wax. 

Salesman:  "Sorry,  ma'am.  We  only  have 
sealing  wax." 

Mrs.  Newlywed:  "Don't  be  silly!  Who  ever 
heard  of  waxing  the  ceiling?  " 

What's  in  a  Name? 

Seeing  her  former  suitor  at  a-  party,  a  girl 
decided  to  snub   him. 

"  So  sorry,"  she  murmured  when  the  hostess 
introduced  laim,   "  but  I  didn't  get  your  name." 

"  I  know  you  didn't,"  said  the  unabashed 
f.s.,    "  but  vo'u  certainlv  tried  hard  enough." 

□  '  □ 

Speed,   Not   Method. 

Patient:  "Doctor,  I'm  sure  you  saved  my 
life.  How    can   I   repay   you    for  all    you've 

done?  " 

Doctor:  "Well.  I'm  not  particular  about  the 
method,  but  if  you  can  repay  me  about  three 
vears  quicker  than  the  last  time,  I'd  appreciate 

it." 

e    B 
Gratitude. 

An  old  couple  in  the  South  were  much  dis- 
tressed, owing  to  their  increasing  poverty 
Thinking  the-r  son  in  the  North  wou'd  he'p 
them,  they  wrote,  stating  their  trouble,  and  say- 
ino;  that  if  he  did  not  aid  them  they  would  be 
obliged  to  go  to  the  poorhouse. 

A  couple  of  weeks  passed,  and  then  came  a 
letter  from  the  son.   saying: 

"  Mv  dear  parents, — Just  wait  another  week 
and  I'll  come  home  and  go  with  you — Your 
affectionate  sen. 

n      r-i 

Exhaustive. 

Penorter:    "What  is  the  professor's  research 

WOT-k?" 

Professor's  housekeeper:  "It  consists  princi- 
pally of  hunting  for  his  spectacles." 


C'UMOUAH'S  SOUTHKRN   MKSSKN(;KH  Jiiiip,   1911. 

LIVING   THE   GOSPEL 

Paragraphs  from  the  Teachings  of  PRESIDENT   HEBER  J.  GRANT 

"I    WISH  in  my  heart  that  all  the  members  of  the  Church  would  have  the  loyalty  in 
■  their    souls,    not    only    to   believe  the   word  of  the   Lord,    but   to   put   it  into 

practice. " 

"  There  are  two  spirits  striving  with  all  men — one  telling  them  what  to  do  that  is 
right,  and  one  telling  them  what  to  do  that  will  please  themselves,  that  will  gratify 
their  own  pride  and  ambition.  If  we  live  as  we  ought  to  live,  we  will  always  follow 
that  spirit  that  teaches  us  to  do  that  which  is  right." 

"  In  the  kind  providences  of  the  Lord  every  man  who  lives  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  sooner  or  later  receives  that  precious  thing  known  as  a  testimony  to  the  eternal 
part  of  his  nature,  a  testimony  regarding  the  divinity  of  the  labour  in  which  we  are 
engaged." 

"  There  are  no  people  that  make  the  sacrifices  that  we  do,  but  for  us  it  is  not  a 
sacrifice  but  a  privilege — the  privilege  of  obedience,  the  privilege  of  entering  into  a 
working  partnership  with  our  Father  in  Heaven  and  earning  the  choice  blessings 
promised  to  those  who  love  Him  and  keep  His  commandments." 

"  I  promise  you,  as  a  servant  of  the  living  God,  that  every  man  and  woman  who 
obeys  the  commandments  of  God  shall  prosper,  that  every  promise  made  of  God  shall 
be  fulfilled  upon  their  heads,  and  that  they  will  grow  and  increase  in  wisdom,  light, 
knowledge,  intelligence,  and,  above  all,  ui  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
May  God  help  each  and  every  one  of  us  who  has  a  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  to  live  it, 
that  our  lives  may  preach  its  truth." 

"  The  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is  full  of  splendid  things  with  which  we  ought  to 
be  familiar.  But  you  can  read  this  book  through  and  through,  and  learn  it  off  by 
heart,  and  it  won't  do  you  a  particle  of  good  unless  you  put  into  practice  the  teachings. 
To  read  a  book  through  without  carrying  out  any  of  the  things  that  are  taught  in  the 
book  is  of  no  value.  It  is  the  things  that  we  read  and  learn  and  then  put  into  prac- 
tice that  count." 

"  We  are  told  in  this  same  Doctrine  and  Covenants  that  we  should  be  anxiously 
engaged  in  labouring  and  bringing  to  pass  many  good  works,  of  our  own  free  will  and 
accord.  The  power  is  in  us  wherein  we  are  agents  unto  ourselves.  We  should  not 
wait  to  be  commanded  in  all  things.  He  that  is  compelled  in  all  things  is  a  slothful 
and  not  a  wise  servant.  We  should  have  the  ambition,  we  should  have  the  desire, 
we  should  make  up  our  minds  that,  so  far  as  the  Lord  Almighty  has  given  us  talent, 
we  will  do  our  full  share  in  the  battle  of  life.  It  should  be  a  matter  of  pride  that  no 
man  shall  do  more  than  you  will  do,  in  proportion  to  your  ability,  in  forwarding  the 
work  of  God  here  upon  the  earth.  That  has  been  my  ambition  all  my  life— to  do  iny 
full  share." 

"  No  man  should  want  any  blessing  in  this  life  unless  he  earns  it.  No  man  should 
want  somebody  else  to  carry  his  burdens.  No  man  who  has  a  testimony  of  the  divinity 
of  the  work  in  which  you  and  I  are  engaged  should  want  some  other  man  to  pay  the 
tithing.  He  should  want  to  pay  tithing  himself;  he  should  want  to  feel  that  he  has 
done  his  part,  and  then  that  satisfaction  that  comes  to  every  human  being  by  doing 
what  is  right  will  coine  to  him." 

"  God  lives;  Jesus  is  the  Chr-st ;  Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet  of  the  living  God;  we 
have  the  truth;  and  may  those  who  know  it,  so  l^ve  that  those  who  know  it  not  may 
investigate  the  plan  of  life  and  salvation  ard  obtain  eternal  life,  the  greatest  of  all  the 
gifts  of  God  to  man." 
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